


















Adult & Teen Challenge of Sandhills, NC, Inc. Special Use Permit Application – Addendum A 

1. The use will not materially danger the public health or safety in the proposed location 
and the project will be developed according to the plan as submitted and approved.  

The proposed use of the subject property as a faith-based recovery center for women will 
not materially danger the public health or safety. The Applicant has successfully operated three 
(3) similar facilities for men across the state. The facility in Southern Pines has thrived for over 
thirty (30) years. The Applicant and its program participants have maintained respectful and 
harmonious relationships with the nearby communities. Since opening its first facility, the 
Applicant has contributed to the mental, emotional, physical, and spiritual wellbeing of 
approximately 2,040 participants. The Applicant intends to continue this dedicated work with 
their first women’s center.  

The Applicant intends to develop the facility according to the plan as submitted and 
approved, including installation of a fire sprinkler system in dorm area if needed, new driveway 
permit if needed to be applied for through DOT, improved aesthetics of exterior and grounds.   

 
2. The use will meet all required conditions and specifications.  

The proposed use will meet all conditions and specifications required under the Unified 
Development Ordinance of the City of Sanford (the “UDO”), Lee County, and any other 
governmental entity as applicable. The site plan has been reviewed by the Technical Review 
Committee and approved for submission and review by the Board of Adjustment, evidencing 
compliance with the applicable regulations.  

 

3. The use will not substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting property, and 
the use is a public necessity.  

The proposed use of the subject property as a faith-based recovery center for women will 
not substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting property. An appraisal of the property 
by William Stafford, a certified general appraiser (License # A1368), concluded that the 
proposed use will not substantially injure the value or adjoining or abutting property. The 
Applicant’s other facilities located in Southern Pines, Kannapolis, and Elizabethtown are 
located in neighborhoods which have seen tremendous growth in value over time.  For a letter 
of support by a neighboring landowner in Southern Pines, please see Exhibit (Steve Cadell 
letter) attached hereto and incorporated herein.  

Further, the proposed use is a public necessity. According to the American Addition 
Centers, approximately 46.8 million Americans battled with a substance use disorder in 2022.1 
The National Institute on Drug Abuse reported that women “have unique needs that should be 
addressed during substance use disorder treatment. Effective treatment should incorporate 
approaches that recognize sex and gender differences, [and] understand the types of trauma 

 
1 American Addi+on Centers, Quick Facts of Drug Addic2on, updated March 1, 2024, last visited March 6, 2024, 
h<ps://americanaddic+oncenters.org/addic+on-sta+s+cs.  



Adult & Teen Challenge of Sandhills, NC, Inc. Special Use Permit Application – Addendum A 

women sometimes face…”2 The Applicant has designed a successful, faith-based recovery 
program and intends to specifically serve the needs of women in the Sanford community. 
Approving the proposed use will address the urgent need for rehabilitative services.  

 

4. The location and character of the use, as developed according to the plan as submitted 
and approved, is in harmony with the area in which it is to be located and in general 
conformity with the Sanford/Lee County Land Use Plan.  

The location and character of the proposed use is in harmony with the area it is located in 
and is in conformity with the Plan SanLee Land Use Plan (the “LUP”). The subject property 
is currently zoned R-20 and the Future Land Use Map designates the subject property as 
Suburban Neighborhood.3 Under the UDO, the R-20 zoning district permits the intended use 
as a “group care facility and other rehabilitative services” with a Special Use Permit.4 The law 
in North Carolina is clear that, because this proposed use is an allowed conditional use in the 
R-20 district, it is presumed to be in harmony with the area. Further, since this property has 
operated as a church in this location for many years, it tends to reason that the requested use 
will likewise blend with the surrounding area.  

As previously stated, the property is located in an area designated under the LUP as a 
Suburban Neighborhood. The LUP specifically allows for civic uses such as schools, churches 
and parks in Suburban Neighborhoods. The proposed use is very much in keeping with the 
allowed, enumerated civic uses. The property will continue to be used as a church and the new 
proposed use is very much in keeping with ministries one might typically find within a church 
property. As such, the proposed use is entirely consistent and generally in conformity with the 
LUP.  

Since the intended use is presumptively harmonious in the R-20 zoning district and the 
plans submitted alongside this application show no drastic changes to the facilities nor to the 
character of the neighborhood, the Applicant believes that the intended use is harmonious with 
the area and is also in general conformity with the LUP.  

 
2 Na+onal Ins+tute on Drug Abuse, Substance Use in Women Research Report, April 2020, last visited March 6, 
2024, h<ps://nida.nih.gov/publica+ons/research-reports/substance-use-in-women/summary.  
3 Plan SanLee Land Use Plan, page 81.  
4 Unified Development Ordinance, page 4-24.  



Adult & Teen Challenge of Sandhills, NC, Inc. Special Use Permit Application – Addendum B 

1. Nature of Use 

The proposed use of the subject property is both (a) continuing use as a church facility and 
(b) an additional use as a faith-based recovery center for women. Center will house up to 25 
women. Services include room and board, meals, recovery coaching, daily chapel, group 
therepy, recreation, licensed counciling, GED and college readiness courses, and life skills 
training.   

Portions of the existing church building will be renovated to create bedrooms for program 
participants. Bathrooms, and dorm areas will be updated. The Applicant will maintain the 
church service area and an office space for continued church use. The exterior of the existing 
structure will not be materially changed, only aesthetic improvements to the exterior and 
grounds.  

 

2. Accessory Uses (if any) 

N/A 

 

3. Setback Provisions 

Principal Use Front: 30’ Sides: 15’ Rear: 30’ 

 See attached site plan.  

 

4. Height Provisions 

Principal Use 40’ 

See attached site plan.  

 

5. Other Considerations 
a) Off-street Parking and Loading Provisions 

a. See attached site plan.  
b) Signage Details 

a. Updates to be made on existing signage on property.   
c) Provisions for screening landscaping and buffering 

a. No changes to existing landscaping are proposed, other than aesthetic 
improvements.  

d) Provisions for vehicular circulation and access to streets 
a. See attached site plan.  

e) Adequate and safe design for grades, paved curb & gutter, drainage systems, and treatment 
or turf to handle waters, prevent erosion, subdue dust 



Adult & Teen Challenge of Sandhills, NC, Inc. Special Use Permit Application – Addendum B 

a. No additional impervious surfaces to be created. 
f) An adequate amount and safe location of play areas for children and other recreational uses 
according to the concentration of residential property 

a. No additional play areas are needed. 
g) Compliance with overlay zones including, but not limited to, the latest adopted 
Thoroughfare Plan 

a. The property will continue to be in compliance will any applicable overlay districts.  
h) Compliance with the Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance 

a. No additional impervious surface us being added.  
i) Other requirements may be requested by the application or specified by the Board for 
protection of the public health, safety, welfare, and convenience 

a. N/A 
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DEVELOPMENT DATA:
EXISITNG CONDITIONS:

PROPETY OWNER: ABUNDANT LIFE INTERNATIONAL INC
                1715 SPRING LN
                SANFORD, NC 27330
APPLICANT: SANDHILLS ADULT & TEEN CHALLENGE

           PO BOX 1701
SOUTHERN PINES, NC 28388
RUSS CAMBRIA, CEO
PHONE: (484) 400-0127
EMAIL: RUSS@SANDHILLSSTC.ORG

ADDRESS: 1715 SPRING LN, SANFORD, NC 27330
PARCEL ID #: 963361893600
DEED BOOK: 1704, PAGE: 933
ZONING(CURRENT): R-20
AREA: 5.85 ACRES
EXISTING STRUCTURES: 2- BUILDINGS: SANCTUARY, CLASSROOMS, AND FELLOWSHIP HALL.
100 YR FLOODPLAIN: SITE IS NOT WITHIN 100 YR FLOODPLAIN, ZONE X
RIVER BASIN: CAPE FEAR
SUB-BASIN: NONE
CURRENT USE: RELIGIOUS INSTITUTION (CHURCH)

PROPOSED USE: WOMEN'S REHABILITATION CENTER AND RELIGIOUS INSTITUTION (CHURCH)

PROPERTY DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS & SETBACKS: (USE R-20 ZONING DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS)
  MIN. LOT SIZE:      20,000sf
  MIN LOT WIDTH:   75' (PER R-20)

FRONT:             30'
SIDE:              15'

  SIDE STREET:       15'
  REAR:                     30'
  MAX. BLDG. HT:    40'

EXISTING BUILDINGS: 13,518 SF (TOTAL OF ALL STRUCTURES)
PARKING PROVIDED: 77 SPACES
HANDICAP PARKING PROVIDED: 6 (ACCESSIBLE TO ALL BLDGS.)
EXISTING IMPERVIOUS SURFACE:  20% (1.19 ac.)(52,244 SF)

PROPOSED NEW WATERLINE: NONE
PROPOSED SANITARY SEWER LINE: NONE
PROPOSED STORM DRAIN LINES: NONE

NOTES:
1. PROJECT BOUNDARY SURVEY, TOPOGRAPHY, AND EXISTING CONDITIONS TAKEN FROM SURVEY

PREPARED BY MELVIN A. GRAHAM, PLS. DATED 8-20-2020.

DEVELOPMENT SUMMARY:
1. THE PROPOSED USE WILL BE A WOMEN'S CENTER WITH OVERNIGHT STAY. THE FACIITY WILL

ACCOMMODATE 15-20 WOMEN, (CLIENTS) SUPERVISED BY 5 STAFF MEMBERS (MAXIMUM).
2. THE EXISTING SANCTUARY WILL REMAIN IN USE FOR RELIGIOUS SERVICES.
3. NO EXTERIOR IMPROVEMENTS, EXPANSIONS ARE PLANNED, ONLY INTERIOR RENOVATIONS.
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